It has been reported that higher amounts of biologically active polypeptides: epidermal growth factor (EGF) and nerve growth factor (NGF) as well as proteases and renin are confined to the granular convoluted tubule (GCT) cells in the submandibular gland (SMG) of mice (1, 9, 13, 18, 28, 30) . GCT cells of the SMG are particular structures in mice and rats and have responded extremely well to administration of androgen and thyroxine. It has been mentioned that for rodents, the GCT cells are present in mice and rats but not in guinea pigs. Originally, GCT cells in the SMG differentiate from the ductal segment during postnatal development (7, 12, 25, 26) . At birth, the SMG consists of terminal tubules and the gland shows no sex difference. There are reports (6, 12) that cytodifferentiation from terminal tubules to ductal segments including the GCT and striated duct occurs approximately 3 weeks after birth in mice and rats.
The present study carried out EGF reaction in the GCT cells during postnatal development in mice SMG of both sexes and also determined the EGF distribution of SMG in pregnancy and postpartum stages.
EGF was first isolated from the mouse SMG, and immunological cross reaction then noted between mouse and rat (11). Many reports of immunohistochemical demonstrable EGF and radioimmunoassay EGF have been described in mouse specimens and a few times in rats, but no reports have been made of materials from 
